
1961 Article II: Purposes and Objectives 
 

Section 1. The Unitarian Universalist Association is an incorporated organization which by 

consolidation has succeeded to the charter powers of the American Unitarian Association, 

incorporated in 1847, and The Universalist Church of America, incorporated in 1866, by virtue 

of legislation enacted by The Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the State of New York, 

respectively. 
   The Unitarian Universalist Association is empowered to, and shall devote its resources to and 

exercise its corporate powers for, religious, educational and charitable purposes.  It is further 

empowered: to solicit and receive funds separately or with others to support its work; to make 

appropriations to carry on its work including appropriations to its associate members and to 

other organizations to enable them to assist the Unitarian Universalist Association in carrying 

on its work; and without limitation as to amount, to receive, hold, manage, invest and reinvest 

and distribute any real and personal property for the foregoing purposes. 
 
Section 2. In accordance with these corporate purposes, the members of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association, dedicated to the principles of a free faith, unite in seeking: 
1. To strengthen one another in a free and disciplined search for truth as the foundation of 

our religious fellowship; 

2. To cherish and spread the universal truths taught by the great prophets and teachers of 

humanity in every age and tradition, immemorially summarized in the Judeo-Christian 

heritage as love to God and love to man; 

3. To affirm, defend and promote the supreme worth of every human personality, the 

dignity of man, and the use of the democratic method in human relationships; 

4. To implement our vision of one world by striving for a world community founded on 

ideals of brotherhood, justice and peace; 

5. To serve the needs of member churches and fellowships, to organize new churches and 

fellowships, and to extend and strengthen liberal religion; 

6. To encourage cooperation with men of good will in every land. 

Section 3. The Unitarian Universalist Association hereby declares and affirms the independence 

and autonomy of local churches, fellowships and associate members; and nothing in this 

Constitution or in the By-Laws of the Association shall be deemed to infringe upon the 

congregational polity of churches and fellowships, nor upon the exercise of direct control by 

their memberships of associate member organizations, nor upon the individual freedom of 

belief which is inherent in the Universalist and Unitarian heritages. No minister shall be 

required to subscribe to any particular interpretation of religion, or to any particular religious 

belief or creed to obtain and hold Fellowship with the Unitarian Universalist Association. 
 


