
Inviting the Bell 
 
Introit  “Answering the Call of Love” Bell Choir 
 
Welcome 
 
Chalice Lighting 

This is the mission of our faith: To teach the fragile art of hospitality; 
To revere both the critical mind and the generous heart; To prove that 
diversity need not mean divisiveness; And to witness to all That we 
must hold the whole world in our hands. 
 

Covenant Our Congregation’s Mission 
 
Responsive Invocation #598 
 
Passing the Peace  Shantih 
 
Hymn #181 No Matter If You Live Now Far or Near 
 
Story The Flower Communion 
 
Children’s Benediction 
 
Spotlight  Capital Campaign 
 
UU Historyvideo Chap. 15: Prelude to Unitarianism 
 
Music       How Can I Keep from Singing Bell Ave Ringers 
 
Joys and Sorrows    
 
Moment of Silence  
 
Sung Response #1031 Filled with Loving Kindness 
 
Training in Compassion Grow Five Virtues: Determination 
 
Offertory 

Reading Welcoming the Unwelcome Kay Hertz 
 
Reflection  Karen Massetti Miller 
 
Teisho  Rev. Garmon 
 
Hymn #183 The Wind of Change Forever Blown 
 
*Extinguishing the Chalice 

As we extinguish this flame, the light of awareness remains within us, 
the warmth of community surrounds us, and the interwoven life of this 
earth continues to pulse through us. 

 
*Spoken Benediction  
 
*Sung Benediction #184 Be Ye Lamps unto Yourselves 
 

*Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

 Minister:    Rev. Meredith Garmon 
 Celebrant:   Elijah Evans 
 Storyteller   Simon F, Greta H 
 Song Leader:  James Williams 
 Pianist:   Bruce Martin 
 Choir Director:  Karen Kraemer 
 Pastoral Care Associate John Morrow 
 Hospitality Team Lead Terry Meek 
 AV Tech   Bill Paxson 

 
Today’s Forum 

The Capital Campaign 
This will be your last time to talk to the Steering Committee 
before the vote on the Capital Campaign at the annual 
meeting on June 1. Come prepared to share your worries 
and questions. We have big plans, and we want you to be 
comfortable that we are taking a level-headed approach 
(even though we're in uncertain times). 



ONLINE GIVING. Support various programs with online 
donations! Scan the QR code and select a fund: 

• Your Pledge 
• Basket Donation 
• Faith in Action Partners (donations 

split evenly among partners) 
• And more! 

 
 
FAITH IN ACTION. Our 2024-25 Faith in Action Partners are 
Al Exito! and the Young Women’s Resource Center. 
Nominations are open NOW for 2025-26. Go to 
ucdsm.org/faith-in-action/ to nominate an organization – 
due Sat Apr 26. 
  
CONNECTION CIRCLES. Connection  
Circles are a way of connecting with one 
another in deep and meaningful ways. 
Groups of 8-10 people gather once a month 
to engage with a different spiritual theme 
through reflection, practice, deep listening, 
and open-hearted sharing. Scan to sign up.  
  
ACCESSIBILILITY:  
● Assistive Listening Devices, full-page magnifiers, 

large-print hymnals and hymnals in Braille: These are 
available just inside the Auditorium doors, on the shelves 
to your left.  

● Disability parking and accessible entrances: Parking 
is available outside the west doors just past the drop-off 
lane in the right lane, or in the lot just south of the church 
on Casady Drive.  

Lift to all building levels: Main floor on the east side of the 
coat room.  

Welcome 
to the 

First Unitarian Church 
of Des Moines 

Love radically. Grow ethically and spiritually. Serve justly. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2025 May 11 ~ 9:30-10:45 
8th Sunday of Spring 
“Flowers and Vesak” 

Rev. Meredith Garmon Waxing Gibbous 


