
 
Opening Words     
 
Chalice Lighting                                                 by Bill Brauch 

To join with others in community is a gift we give ourselves 
and share with all who gather.  We light this chalice to 
symbolize the brighter flame that arises from the 
convergence of those that guided our individual pathways 
to this, our spiritual home.   

 
*Passing the Peace “Peace be with you” 
             
*Hymn #119 “Once to Every Soul and Nation” 
 
Welcome 
  
Covenant                         Aspirational Relational Covenant 

We covenant to care for our own well-being, each other’s 
well-being, and the well-being of our community as a 
whole. We will recognize the inherent worth and dignity of 
all; be respectful and kind, valuing the gifts and 
individuality of all; listen with empathy and consider the 
impact of our words and actions; be patient and 
understanding with each other; find a pathway and work 
for reconciliation.     

 
Meditation        by Maureen Killoran 
 
Joys and Sorrows 
  
Moment of Silence  
  
Sung Response #1002 “Comfort Me” 
 
Offering 
  

 
Reflection  Todd Lackmann 
  
Music             "River of My People"             Peter Sieck  

      by Pete Seeger 
 

Reflection                        Oge Nnadi 
 
*Hymn #1017 “Building a New Way” 
 
*Extinguishing the Chalice                        by Bill Brauch 
Together, we extinguish this flame, let it dwell in our hearts through 
the days to come, until we meet again. 
 
*Spoken Benediction  
  
*Sung Benediction “Hymn of Valor” 
  
*Please rise in body or spirit.   
  
Speakers: Todd Lackmann & Oge Nnadi 
Celebrant Bill Brauch 
Song Leader: Sarah Guenther 
Musicians: Bruce Martin, piano; Peter Sieck, vocal 
Pastoral Care Associate: Jim Carty 
AV Techs:  Bill Paxson, Oge Nnadi 
Hospitality Team Lead:  Elaine Imlau 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



TODAY’S FORUM: What Does it Mean to be an American? 
Join us after the service for more in-depth discussion about today's 
message, America at 250.  

 
ONLINE GIVING. Support various programs with 
online donations! Scan the QR code and select 
a fund: 

 Your Pledge (26-27) 
 Basket Donation 
 Endowment 
 and more! 
  

ACCESSIBILITY:  
 Assistive Listening Devices, full-page magnifiers, large-

print hymnals and hymnals in Braille: These are available 
just inside the Auditorium doors, on the shelves to your left.  

 Disability parking and accessible entrances: Parking is 
available outside the west doors just past the drop-off lane in 
the right lane, or in the lot just south of the church on Casady 
Drive.  

 Lift to all building levels: Main floor on the east side of the 
coatroom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome 

to the 

First Unitarian Church 

of Des Moines 

Love radically. Grow ethically and spiritually. Serve justly. 
  

  
 

2026 July 5th ~ 9:30-10:30    
3rd Sunday of Summer Waning Gibbous 


